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Abstract:  

The relationship between humanities literacy and vocational education has grown in 
significance as educators increasingly recognize the role of comprehensive humanistic 
understanding in professional competence. This review explores the evolution of humanities 
literacy evaluation systems in vocational education in Shanxi Province, China, with a focus on how 
these systems contribute to the professional competence of students. Through a critical 
examination of the historical and contemporary approaches, this paper highlights the strengths, 
limitations, and potential for future development in aligning humanities literacy with the 
demands of modern vocational careers. Findings reveal that while significant progress has been 
made in incorporating humanities into vocational curricula, further reforms are needed to 
enhance the relevance and application of these systems in career development. 
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Introduction 

In an increasingly complex and interconnected world, vocational education must go 
beyond equipping students with technical skills; it must also provide a comprehensive 
understanding of human culture, ethics, and communication-concepts collectively defined as 
humanities literacy (Li, 2020; Xu, 2018). As industries become more dynamic, the ability to think 
critically, communicate effectively, and navigate ethical dilemmas is as important as mastering 
technical skills (Zhao & Wang, 2017). Humanities literacy includes critical thinking, ethical 
reasoning, cultural awareness, and communication skills, all of which are essential for vocational 
students to meet the evolving demands of modern workplaces (Chen & Liu, 2020; Zhang, 2023). 
The integration of humanities literacy into vocational education aims to prepare students not just 
for immediate employment but also for long-term career success by fostering professional 
competence (Lin, 2018). Professional competence, which entails technical expertise combined 
with ethical judgment and communication skills, is increasingly valued in a globalized labor 
market (Wu, 2023). Studies have shown that students with stronger humanities literacy tend to 
excel in teamwork, leadership, and problem-solving, qualities that employers highly regard (Deng 
& Yu, 2018; Sun & Li, 2023). 
 

Historically, vocational education in China, including Shanxi Province, focused primarily 
on technical skill acquisition, with little emphasis on the humanities (Zhou, 2016). However, the 
role of humanities in fostering critical thinking and ethical decision-making became apparent as 
the workplace environment evolved (Wang, 2023). Educational reforms in the early 2000s led to 
the gradual inclusion of humanities subjects in vocational curricula, yet the systems to evaluate 
these skills remained underdeveloped (Tang, 2021). Early evaluation methods were limited to 
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written exams and theoretical assessments, providing little insight into how students applied 
humanities knowledge in real-world scenarios (Li & Zhao, 2017). 
 

The period from 2010 onwards saw a shift toward more applied evaluation systems, 
including project-based assessments, simulations, and interdisciplinary collaborations (Wu, 2020; 
Zhang & Liu, 2018). These methods were designed to better align with professional competence 
development by assessing students’ abilities to apply critical thinking, cultural awareness, and 
communication skills in practical settings (Xu & Li, 2023). For instance, vocational students might 
be asked to address ethical dilemmas in simulated workplace environments or demonstrate 
cross-cultural communication during group projects (Chen, 2021). 
 

Despite these advances, challenges remain in standardizing evaluation systems across 
vocational institutions in Shanxi Province (Zheng & Sun, 2020). The lack of consistent criteria for 
assessing humanities literacy often results in varied outcomes for students (Wang & Xu, 2023). 
Moreover, while some institutions have adopted modern evaluation methods, others continue to 
rely on traditional written exams, which fail to measure the practical application of humanities 
knowledge (Liu, 2020). Employers have expressed concern about the disparity in the 
preparedness of vocational graduates, highlighting the need for more uniform and rigorous 
humanities literacy evaluation (Li, 2022; Chen & Zhang, 2021). 

 
Future directions for improving humanities literacy evaluation in vocational education 

include the development of standardized assessment frameworks and the integration of 
capstone projects that combine technical and humanities skills (Xu, 2020; Sun, 2021). These 
reforms would not only enhance the consistency of evaluation systems but also ensure that 
vocational graduates possess the professional competence required to succeed in diverse, 
globalized workplaces (Zhou & Deng, 2023). 
 
Evolution Of Humanities Literacy Evaluation In Vocational Education 
2.1 Historical Context 

Vocational education in China has traditionally prioritized technical skills development to 
meet the needs of a growing industrial economy. Historically, humanities subjects were 
marginalized in vocational curricula due to the emphasis on practical, job-specific training. The 
early evaluation systems, particularly in Shanxi Province, focused primarily on quantifiable 
outcomes such as skill mastery and job placement rates (Zhao, 2023). 
 

Table 1: Early Evaluation Systems in Vocational Education (2000-2020) 
Year Focus of Evaluation Evaluation Method Key Limitation 

2000-2005 Technical Skills Written Exams, 
Practical Tests 

Limited integration 
of humanities 

subjects 
2005-2010 Basic Humanities 

Skills 
Written Exams, 

Group Discussions 
Humanities included 

but not linked to 
careers 

2010-2015 Critical Thinking Project-Based 
Learning, Simulations 

Inconsistent 
evaluation across 

institutions 
2015-2020 Professional 

Competence 
Applied Projects, 

Case Studies 
Lack of 

standardization in 
assessment methods 
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This table reflects how evaluation systems evolved from 2000 to 2020, showing the 

growing integration of humanities literacy into vocational education and highlighting key 
limitations during each period. 
 

In the late 20th century, with China’s economic reforms and increased globalization, there 
was a growing awareness of the need to incorporate humanities into vocational education. The 
inclusion of humanities literacy was seen as a means to create more adaptable and culturally 
aware workers, leading to the gradual development of evaluation systems to measure students' 
competencies in these areas (Xu, 2015). 
 
 2.2 Emergence of Humanities Literacy in Vocational Curricula 

In the early 2000s, vocational institutions in Shanxi Province began integrating humanities 
courses into their curricula. The focus expanded from purely technical skills to include subjects 
such as communication, ethics, and cultural studies. However, the evaluation of these subjects 
remained underdeveloped, often lacking structured frameworks to assess their impact on 
professional competence (Wang, 2023). 
 

The first wave of humanities literacy evaluation systems in vocational education was 
rudimentary, relying heavily on traditional assessment methods such as written exams and class 
participation (Wu & Liu, 2012). These assessments, while providing some insights into students’ 
understanding of the humanities, did little to link this knowledge to workplace applications. 
 
 2.3 Modernization of Evaluation Systems 

In recent years, driven by shifts in educational policies and labor market demands, 
vocational institutions in Shanxi Province have adopted more sophisticated methods to evaluate 
humanities literacy. Modern evaluation systems place a greater emphasis on applied learning, 
incorporating assessments such as project-based learning, reflective essays, and performance-
based evaluations that simulate real-world scenarios (Zheng, 2020). 
 

Table 2: Comparison of Evaluation Systems in Vocational Education 
Period Evaluation Method Focus Areas Key Competencies 

Evaluated 
2000-2010 Written Exams, 

Group Discussions 
Ethics, 

Communication 
Basic Understanding 

of Concepts 
2010-Present Project-Based 

Learning, Simulations 
Critical Thinking, 

Teamwork 
Applied Humanities 

Literacy Skills 
 

Figure 1: Trends in Humanities Literacy Evaluation Methods 
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This figure illustrates the evolution of evaluation methods for humanities literacy in 

vocational education institutions over five distinct periods, from 2000 to the present. It highlights 
the decline in reliance on written exams as the dominant method, dropping from 90% in 2000-
2005 to just 20% in 2020 and beyond. This trend reflects a shift away from traditional, theory-
focused assessments that primarily measure rote learning. 
 

Conversely, project-based learning has seen a significant rise, growing steadily from 5% 
in the early 2000s to 60% in the present. This indicates an increasing preference for hands-on, 
applied learning approaches that assess students’ ability to integrate technical knowledge with 
cognitive and interpersonal skills. Project-based methods have gained traction for their 
effectiveness in fostering critical thinking, teamwork, and real-world problem-solving abilities. 

 
Simulations have also experienced modest growth, rising from 5% in 2000-2005 to 20% 

in the current period. While not as widespread as project-based learning, simulations are valuable 
tools for assessing practical application and ethical decision-making in controlled environments. 
The trends showcased in this graph underscore the shift in humanities literacy evaluation toward 
methods that prioritize the application of knowledge, aligning more closely with the professional 
competence required in today’s dynamic workplaces. 
 
Humanities Literacy And Professional Competence Development 
3.1 Defining Professional Competence 

Professional competence encompasses the integration of technical expertise, cognitive 
abilities, and interpersonal skills that collectively enable individuals to perform effectively in 
diverse workplace settings. This holistic view recognizes that while technical skills are 
foundational, the cognitive and interpersonal dimensions are equally critical for achieving 
professional excellence. Humanities literacy, in particular, plays a pivotal role in cultivating these 
cognitive and interpersonal skills, making it a vital component of comprehensive professional 
development (Tang, 2021). 
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Critical thinking, one of the core skills fostered through humanities education, equips 

individuals to analyze problems systematically, evaluate multiple perspectives, and devise 
innovative solutions. This skill is invaluable in addressing the multifaceted challenges of modern 
professional environments, where rapid decision-making and adaptability are often required (Li 
& Chen, 2020). Similarly, ethical reasoning, another outcome of humanities education, ensures 
that professionals can navigate moral dilemmas with integrity, balancing organizational goals 
with societal values. This is especially relevant in industries where ethical considerations are 
integral to decision-making processes, such as healthcare, law, and education (Zhao, 2019). 
 

Furthermore, communication skills developed through humanities literacy are crucial for 
effective collaboration and leadership. The ability to articulate ideas clearly, engage in active 
listening, and build meaningful connections with diverse stakeholders enhances workplace 
dynamics and contributes to overall organizational success (Wang & Liu, 2022). For example, 
professionals with strong communication skills are better positioned to mediate conflicts, inspire 
teams, and negotiate effectively in complex scenarios. 

 
In today’s interconnected and rapidly changing global landscape, humanities literacy 

serves as a bridge between technical proficiency and the broader cognitive and interpersonal 
skills necessary for professional competence. By fostering critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and 
effective communication, humanities education not only prepares individuals to excel in their 
careers but also empowers them to contribute positively to their communities and society at large 
(Xu et al., 2021). 
 

Table 3: Key Components of Professional Competence 
Competence Category Humanities Literacy Contribution 
Cognitive Skills      Critical thinking, ethical reasoning              
Interpersonal Skills Communication, cultural awareness, 

teamwork 
 
3.2 Link Between Humanities Literacy and Employability 

Employers in Shanxi Province have begun to recognize the value of humanities literacy in 
vocational graduates. Surveys of local industries indicate that companies value employees who 
can communicate effectively, understand cultural nuances, and approach problems ethically (Li 
& Chen, 2020). These qualities, fostered by humanities education, are seen as enhancing 
professional competence and employability (Wang et al., 2022). 
 

The evolving evaluation systems reflect this shift by incorporating career-relevant 
assessments, such as workplace simulations and interdisciplinary projects (Zheng, 2020). For 
instance, students might be tasked with resolving an ethical issue in a simulated business 
environment, showcasing both their technical knowledge and their ability to apply humanities 
principles. 
 
Challenges And Future Directions 
4.1 Challenges in Evaluation 

Despite these advancements, several challenges remain in evaluating humanities literacy 
in vocational education. One significant issue is the lack of standardization across institutions, 
leading to inconsistencies in how students' humanities literacy is measured (Zhou, 2021). 
Additionally, the focus on immediate job readiness often means that humanities subjects are 
given less weight than technical skills. 
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Table 4: Challenges in Evaluating Humanities Literacy 

Challenge Description 
Lack of Standardization    Inconsistent evaluation practices across 

institutions        
Overemphasis on Technical Skills Humanities subjects often undervalued 
Limited Resources          Insufficient training for faculty on modern 

evaluation methods 
 

Figure 2: Challenges in Humanities Literacy Evaluation 

 
 
This figure highlights the key challenges faced by vocational institutions in Shanxi 

Province when evaluating humanities literacy. Among the challenges, lack of standardization 
emerges as the most significant, reported by 65% of institutions. This reflects inconsistencies in 
evaluation criteria and practices across institutions, leading to disparities in how humanities 
literacy is assessed and valued. Such inconsistencies hinder the development of a uniform 
framework to measure the cognitive and interpersonal skills fostered through humanities 
education. 
 

The overemphasis on technical skills, reported by 50% of institutions, underscores the 
ongoing struggle to balance technical training with the integration of humanities subjects. Many 
institutions prioritize immediate job readiness, which often results in undervaluing the broader 
competencies developed through humanities education, such as critical thinking, ethical 
reasoning, and communication skills. 
 

Limited resources, cited by 40% of institutions, represent another significant barrier. This 
includes insufficient training for educators, a lack of modern tools for applied evaluation, and 
inadequate funding to support innovative teaching and assessment methods. 
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This data underscores the need for reforms in humanities literacy evaluation, including 

standardized frameworks, resource allocation, and a shift in institutional priorities to balance 
technical and humanities training effectively. Addressing these challenges will enhance the 
professional competence of vocational graduates. 
 
4.2 Future Directions 

To enhance the effectiveness of humanities literacy evaluation, vocational institutions in 
Shanxi Province should consider integrating interdisciplinary approaches, such as capstone 
projects that require students to apply both technical and humanities knowledge (Xu, 2022). 
Standardized frameworks for evaluating humanities literacy across vocational institutions would 
also ensure more consistent and meaningful assessments. 
 

Further research is needed to explore the long-term impact of humanities literacy on 
career trajectories. Longitudinal studies would provide more conclusive evidence of its role in 
professional competence development. 
 
Conclusion 

The evolution of humanities literacy evaluation systems in vocational education in Shanxi 
Province reflects a growing understanding of the importance of well-rounded education for 
professional competence. Humanities literacy encompasses critical thinking, cultural awareness, 
communication skills, and ethical reasoning, which are essential for fostering well-rounded 
individuals who can adapt to dynamic professional environments (Zhao & Wang, 2021). Over the 
years, significant progress has been made in aligning evaluation methods with real-world 
professional demands. For instance, the integration of practical case studies, interdisciplinary 
projects, and scenario-based assessments into the curriculum has enhanced students' ability to 
apply humanities knowledge in workplace contexts (Liu et al., 2019). 
 

Despite these advancements, challenges persist in standardizing and improving these 
evaluation systems. A major hurdle is the lack of consistency in assessment criteria across 
institutions, which often results in discrepancies in how humanities literacy is measured and 
valued (Chen, 2020). Additionally, there is a need for more robust teacher training programs to 
ensure that educators are equipped to evaluate humanities literacy effectively, incorporating 
both qualitative and quantitative methods (Sun & Zhang, 2022). 
 

As vocational education continues to evolve in response to shifting economic and 
industrial demands, humanities literacy will play an increasingly vital role in shaping competent 
and adaptable professionals. By fostering a deeper understanding of social, cultural, and ethical 
dimensions, vocational students are better prepared to navigate complex work environments 
and contribute meaningfully to society. Moving forward, a concerted effort to refine evaluation 
frameworks, promote interdisciplinary learning, and emphasize the societal relevance of 
humanities literacy will be critical to ensuring the development of well-rounded, capable 
professionals in Shanxi Province and beyond. 
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